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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 When Jesus tells us, “Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,” he knows 

just how paralyzing fear can be. When we act, or do not act, out of fear, we bow to 

feelings of insecurity and misperception. These feelings are not of God. Fear is not 

of God. 

We know this throughout Hebrew and Christian Scripture, as God, or God’s 

messengers, demand, “Do not be afraid.” Taking these words to heart, however, 

can be challenging, as fears we encounter every day are very real. Jesus is telling 

us, however, to trust God during these times of fear. 

 This theme continues throughout the gospel as Jesus addresses in whom or 

what we place our trust. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there also will 

your heart be.” This statement is an invitation to reflect on what it is we truly 

value and treasure in our lives, for what we value is where we place our hearts. Do 

we place our hearts in relationships with God and others? Do we place our hearts  

in gratitude and peace? Do we place our hearts in self-giving love? Or do we place 

our hearts elsewhere? 

 The gospel today ends with a sense of urgency, as Jesus reminds us that 

there will be a time when the Son of Man will come. As we do not know the day or 

the hour, we must try to live in a constant relationship with God, practicing what 

we claim to value. This is not fear or cowardice or apprehension. Rather, our 

constant relationship with God shows trust in what we truly treasure.  

 

Questions for the week: What is your treasure? Where do you keep it? What do 

you do to “light your lamps” in preparation for the coming of  the Lord?  
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Ordinary Time 
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Embrace prudence as an antidote to conspiracy theories 
There's a cure for the kind of “magical thinking” that leads to QAnon conspiracy theories. 

O U R  F A I T H   

MARK P. SHEA 

In November 2021 hundreds of people turned up at Dealey Plaza in Dallas (the site of President 

John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963) because they and their fellow QAnon believers had 

managed to convince themselves that both JFK and John F. Kennedy Jr. were not dead and were 

going to appear there to “reinstate” Donald Trump as president. 

This did not happen. But the QAnon folks simply shook it off as they have shaken off other 

instances where reality failed to accord with their will. This is a case of what I have come to 

term magical thinking. And it has a long heritage both inside and outside the church. 

By magical thinking I refer neither to stage magic nor to claims of occult activity involving 

spirits, ghosts, or demons. Rather, I refer to the tendency of humans to attempt to deny, 

overwrite, and replace reality by force of will. This is a parody of the Christian doctrine of 

creation through the Word of God, replacing it with anticreation by the power of the word of 

man. The effort to control and dictate reality, rather than humbly submit to the Word who creates 

reality, is connected with the sin of pride. It expresses itself in dominating personalities that 

promise their followers salvation through the triumph of their wills. In a minor key, it also 

expresses itself in the frightened followers themselves who are brainwashed and intimidated into 

believing and doing all manner of things in the service of the alternate reality conjured. 

An archetypal picture of how pride is connected with magical thinking can be found in Acts 8:9–

24, in the story of Simon Magus. Simon is a big noise in Samaria, a local wonderworker who is 

hailed as the “Power of God that is called Great.” We are not told what he does or how, nor 

whether his feats are clever tricks or genuinely preternatural. But clearly for Simon, the goal is 

power.  

When the gospel spreads to Samaria, many people believe in all sincerity, seeking to obey Christ 

in love and service of the truth of his Lordship. But Simon, in contrast, reads the signs 

accompanying baptism (such as the gift of tongues or miraculous healings) through the lens of 

his desire for power. Simon “believed” and is baptized, evidently in a quest to add this new 

source of power to his bag of tricks.  

Consequently, when Peter and John come to Samaria to confer what we now call the sacrament 

of confirmation on the newly baptized, Simon offers Peter money to buy into the franchise and 

become a “power distributor” himself. The idea that the grace of God is free and not a 

commodity he can own, buy, and sell never dawns on him, much less the idea of surrendering his 

will to Jesus. He wants to make the sovereign God of the universe a pet or possession he can 
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control. Peter, appalled by Simon’s radically unconverted heart and mind, reams him out 

accordingly. Simon Magus’ “belief” is a strange half-belief that sees Jesus not as a Lord to obey 

but as a totem to exploit for his own ends. Peter’s lesson is clear: The God of the universe is not 

for sale nor a thing to be owned, exploited, and controlled. God’s grace is grace, not magic, and 

God’s will is done according to God’s Word, not whistled up and controlled by our words. 

Other samples of this attempt to create alternative realities by the power of human words and 

will abound. Some are spectacular and can be seen in the lives of great tyrants, such as Joseph 

Stalin shooting meteorologists for the crime of “counter-revolutionary weather forecasting” or 

Adolf Hitler moving around imaginary armies in the defense of Berlin. 

But there are also small, trivial attempts, such as superstitious “prayer chains” on the internet 

promising health and wealth if you just repeat the magical words and forward the email to 10 

friends. Or the woman who tells herself that if she just pushes and pressures her son enough, she 

can “mold” him into not being a “failure” (by which she means “someone who does not live 

according to her dictates”). Or the man who convinces himself that the power of positive 

thinking will protect him from the police as he drives recklessly. 

What ties these efforts, big or small, together is the attempt to will into being things that are not 

so—and may even be evil and selfish. 

Clearly, there is a difference in culpability between the tyrant who tramples reality for the sake 

of raw power and the frightened and often powerless person who embraces delusion in a 

desperate quest to escape a painful reality. Most of us are not Simon Magus, Stalin, or Hitler, and 

our attempts to lie a false reality into being don’t produce vast geopolitical results. But whether 

we are powerful or living small, quiet lives, we can still do damage and make our own lives and 

the lives of those we love miserable. We tell those around us, “I can handle this,” as we doggedly 

refuse to admit we are wrong to scream at our spouse, or lie about the growing gambling debt, or 

deny our broken relationship with our children, or continue that dalliance with the coworker, or 

pretend in a thousand other ways that we do not need the grace of God and the love of our 

neighbor to be healthy and at peace. We can even turn ourselves into imaginary heroes and 

martyrs and blame our victims for failing to see our tragic grandeur. The results of millions of 

these “small” sins can be seen in the quiet tragedies unfolding all around us—and perhaps in the 

bathroom mirror every morning. 

So how can we defeat magical thinking? The prescription of the gospel is bracing yet liberating: 

Repent, and believe the good news. But what does this mean, when we are called to repent of our 

own obsession with power that leads to magical thinking? 

One important way we can do this is by embracing the virtue of prudence.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes prudence as the “charioteer of the virtues” 

because it helps us discern what is good and true and guides our actions toward the “right means 

of achieving it.” St. Thomas Aquinas, in the Summa Theologiae, writes, following Aristotle, that 

prudence is “right reason in action.” 

Prudence is the clear-eyed ability to see what is true, rather than what we demand or wish to be 

true. It is a humble choice to surrender to the reality of the situation in which we find ourselves: 

the actual world as it is, spoken into being by the Logos who is God—and our place in it as 

God’s creatures. 

The good news about prudence is that, as Aquinas also points out, it is the first of the natural 

virtues—virtues that absolutely anybody can practice and get better at, without any special inside 

knowledge. Facing reality can be hard at first. But it gets easier. The burden of maintaining the 

lie rolls away, and we can let God handle things too big for us to control. There is deep peace in 

that. We discover the grace, mercy, and peace that are given us by Jesus, the true Word who 

creates reality. We can lay down the terrible burden of trying to control the universe and let God 

do it while we attend to the small work of obedience to God’s will. 

 

 

 



Hymns for this Weekend – August 7th – 10:00AM Mass 

Judy is back!  Musical selections to be determined. 

 

 
 

 

Readings for this Weekend – August 7th 

Wisdom 18: 6-9 

Hebrews 11: 1-2, 8-19 

Luke 12:32-48 

Readings for next Weekend – August 14th 

Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10 

Hebrews 12: 1-4 

Luke 12: 49-53 

 

Donations  

Weekly Offering for July 31st: $2,023 

 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Our Religious Education Program is gearing up for the new school year!   

If you have not yet registered your child, and would like to do so, please contact 

Christy at the Parish office.  Registration materials can also be found under the 

“Religious Education” tab on our website, www.stpetersliberty.com.  Simply 

complete the form and return it to the Parish office either by mail or in person.  

Registration will remain open until September 15th. 

 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

Just a reminder that our Clothes Closet, Food Pantry and Children’s Shop are open 

each Wednesday and Saturday from 9:00am -12:00pm.  All three ministries are 

located in the downstairs of the old St. Peter’s School building.   

 

HELP FOR ADDICTION IS AVAILABLE! 

Do you know someone who has a problem with drugs, and wants to stop using?  

The Corona Self-Help Center is available to offer help.  For information, please 

call 845-482-2486 or visit www.daamerica.org. 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
http://www.daamerica.org/


 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for August 2022 –  

For small businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of economic and 

social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their 

communities. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay  

 

 



                            

97 Schoolhouse Rd,  

-292-4525line at www.stpetersliberty. 

OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
 


